Coordinate Scales for Radiation Patterns
A number of different systems of coordinate scales or grids are in use for plotting antenna patterns. Antenna
patterns published for amateur audiences are sometimes placed on rectangular grids, but more often they are
shown using polar coordinate systems. Polar coordinate systems may be divided generally into three classes:
linear, logarithmic and modified logarithmic.
A very important point to remember is that the shape of a pattern (its general appearance) is highly dependent
on the grid system used for the plotting. This is exemplified in
Fig A, where the radiation pattern for a beam antenna is
presented using three coordinate systems discussed in the
paragraphs that follow.
Linear Coordinate Systems
The polar coordinate system for the flashlight radiation
pattern, Fig 10, uses linear coordinates. The concentric circles
are equally spaced, and are graduated from 0 to 10. Such a grid
may be used to prepare a linear plot of the power contained in
the signal. For ease of comparison, the equally spaced concentric circles have been replaced with appropriately placed circles
representing the decibel response, referenced to 0 dB at the
outer edge of the plot. In these plots the minor lobes are
suppressed. Lobes with peaks more than 15 dB or so below the
main lobe disappear completely because of their small size.
This is a good way to show the pattern of an array having high
directivity and small minor lobes.
Logarithmic Coordinate System
Another coordinate system used by antenna manufacturers
is the logarithmic grid, where the concentric grid lines are
spaced according to the logarithm of the voltage in the signal. If
the logarithmically spaced concentric circles are replaced with
appropriately placed circles representing the decibel response,
the decibel circles are graduated linearly. In that sense, the
logarithmic grid might be termed a linear-log grid, one having
linear divisions calibrated in decibels.
This grid enhances the appearance of the minor lobes. If the
intent is to show the radiation pattern of an array supposedly
having an omnidirectional response, this grid enhances that
appearance. An antenna having a difference of 8 or 10 dB in
pattern response around the compass appears to be closer to
omnidirectional on this grid than on any of the others. See
Fig A-(B).
ARRL Log Coordinate System
The modified logarithmic grid used by the ARRL has a
system of concentric grid lines spaced according to the logarithm of 0.89 times the value of the signal voltage. In this grid,
minor lobes that are 30 and 40 dB down from the main lobe are
distinguishable. Such lobes are of concern in VHF and UHF
work. The spacing between plotted points at 0 dB and
–3 dB is significantly greater than the spacing between –20 and
–23 dB, which in turn is significantly greater than the spacing
between –50 and –53 dB.
For example, the scale distance covered by 0 to –3 dB is
about 1/10 of the radius of the chart. The scale distance for the
next 3-dB increment (to –6 dB) is slightly less, 89% of the first,
to be exact. The scale distance for the next 3-dB increment (to
–9 dB) is again 89% of the second. The scale is constructed so
that the progression ends with –100 dB at chart center.
The periodicity of spacing thus corresponds generally to the
relative significance of such changes in antenna performance.
Antenna pattern plots in this publication are made on the
modified-log grid similar to that shown in Fig A-(C).
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